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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:
OWL MOON RETURNS TO STAGES THEATRE COMPANY
HOPKINS, Minn., Feb. 13, 2019- Stages Theatre Company is excited to bring back our original
dance production with Escalate Dance and Theatre Studio, Owl Moon. Based on the Caldecott
Medal book by Jane Yolen, this ballet-inspired story is told through movement and dance, and
ventures into the magnificent wintery woods where a father and child take a walk hoping to
spot an owl and are surprised by what they find behind every tree.
The production will run at Stages Theatre Company March 8 through March 24, 2019. It is
approximately 50 minutes in length and is recommended for children of all ages. Visit
www.stagestheatre.org for performance dates and times, or call the Box Office at (952) 9791111, option 4. Tickets are $14 for children ages 2-17; $16 for adults; and $14 for seniors, ages
60+.
Owl Moon was first produced in 2013 and was the very first collaboration between Stages
Theatre Company and Escalate Dance & Theatre Studio in Maple Grove, MN. Other
collaborations with Escalate Dance include: Twelve Dancing Princesses, The Snow Queen, &
The Velveteen Rabbit. “The continuing collaboration, now in its 7th production, allows us to
explore how to tell a story with movement in a way that enthralls and engages audience
members young and old,” said Sandy Boren-Barrett, Stages Theatre Company Artistic
Director. “Owl Moon is told on stage with absolutely lush music, and gorgeous dance, and is
sure to bring warmth to our audience during this record breaking cold winter.”
Stages Theatre Company is committed to the enrichment and education of children and youth
in a professional theatre environment that stimulates artistic excellence and personal growth.
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Stages Theatre Company is offering a sensory-friendly performance of Owl Moon on Saturday,
March 16th at 10:00 AM. Sensory-friendly performances are designed for individuals on the
autism spectrum and with other sensitives. House lights are on, sound levels are lowered, and
crowds are minimized during these judgement-free, shush-free performances.
Owl Moon publicity images and cast head shots are available for download here:
http://bit.ly/stcpublicity-owlmoon
ABOUT THE CAST AND CREW
The cast for Owl Moon features:
Faith Barrett (Tree)
Anika Christy Benz (Tree)
Rylie Benz (Hedgehog)
Georgia Blando (Tree & Owl Wing)
Joseph Blando (Bunny)
Todd Bruse (Pa)
Maggie Cronan (Porcupine)
Marcus Fischer (Bunny)
Thaddeus Fischer (Bunny)
Madeleine Glenna (Tree/Owl)
Abby Horter (Bird)
Ella Kozak (Tree)
The Creative & Production Team includes:
Artistic Director + Director:
Sandy Boren-Barrett
Artistic Director Escalate Dance + Director:
Ann Marie Omeish
Animal Headwear Designer: Kim Ford
Music Composer: Aaron Gabriel
Technical Director & Props Designer:
Jim Hibbeler
Sound Designer: Gretchen Katt

Annaliese Leab (Fox)
Brooke Menne (Fawn)
Elena Middleton (Bunny)
Hayley Mullins (Tree)
Ryan Kathleen Pierce (Rabbit)
Kate Ross (Raccoon)
Cecilia Samadani (Owl Wing & Tree)
Mira Samadani (Tree)
Mia Towne (Jane)
Julia Foster Warder (Tree)
Evie Wright (Mouse)

Scenario Artist- Jennifer Kirkeby
Lighting Designer: Mike Kittel
Costume Designer: Lori Opsal
Set Designer: Joe Stanley
Costume Supervisor: Christa Ludwig
Stage Manager: Emily Sullivan
Production Manager:
Melanie Salmon-Peterson
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Stages Theatre Company was founded in 1984 and since then has grown to become one of the
largest professional theatres for young audiences in the country. We engage young artists with
themes relevant to their lives and involve them in creating magical works featuring young
people in meaningful roles. Through on-stage productions, education programs and other
outreach opportunities, Stages Theatre Company annually serves more than 150,000 young
people and their families. For more information visit stagestheatre.org
Escalate Dance and Theatre Studio was founded in 2004 by Owner and Director, Ann Marie
Omeish. Ann Marie took her love for theatre and dance and fueled what has become one of the
most thriving and active dance studios in the Northwest Suburbs. When Ann Marie began the
process, she knew her main goal was to create a place where all levels, ages, and abilities were
welcomed and appreciated. Escalate encourages every single student to reach their highest
potential, hence the name: Escalate. No, it is not a fancy caffeinated beverage (although we do
love those!) but a studio that becomes a family by emphasizing individual health, fitness and
fun. Peruse through our site or stop in for a visit to see just what Escalate Dance and Theatre
Studio is all about! For more information visit escalatedance.com
###
Stages Theatre Company is dedicated to creating a space where diverse opinions, courageous
dialogue, and local, national, and international community engagement is not only valued, but
vital to our shared artistic and educational success. We make this pledge in hope of curating a
welcome home for all.
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