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contained herein are the property of Stages Theatre

Company. Any other use of the contents must be
accompanied by the phrase, Property of Stages

Theartre Company - 2024.

Publicity Photos by 
Amy Rondeau Photography

CONNECT WITH US:
#StagesTheatre

FACEBOOK: @StagesTheatreCompany
INSTAGRAM: @StagesTheatreCo

Since our founding in 1984 Stages Theatre Company has put

the well-being and growth of youth in the center of everything

we do—on stage, backstage, in the audience, and in the

classroom. When a youth enters any of our spaces, they are the

center of not only why we do what we do, but how we do it.

Through our Productions, our Education Programming, our

Fundraising Initiatives, the Development of New Work for the

TYA Stage, and our Mentorship Programs we strive to center

youth in the stories we tell, the plays we create, the curriculum

we develop, the activities we initiate, and the decisions we

make. As a company and a community of artists and teachers,

the youth and families we serve drive what we do first, last, and

always. 

http://www.stagestheatre.org/past-productions/
http://www.stagestheatre.org/education/
http://www.stagestheatre.org/donate/
https://www.stagestheatre.org/draft-teen-mentorship/


Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White explores friendship, loyalty, and the cycles of

life. The story begins on the Arable Farm where a young girl named Fern

saves a runt piglet from being killed by her father. She names him Wilbur and

cares for him until he is old enough to be sold to her uncle, Mr. Zuckerman.

On the Zuckerman farm, Wilbur feels lonely and fears for his future, since he

learns that pigs are often slaughtered for meat. He meets others living on the

farm; the Goose, the Gander, the Sheep and a mischievous rat called

Templeton. 

His life changes when he meets Charlotte, a wise and kind gray spider who

lives in the barn. Charlotte befriends Wilbur and, upon realizing his fate,

devises a plan to save him. She begins weaving extraordinary words into her

web—such as “Some Pig,” “Terrific,” and “Radiant”—that astonish the farmers

and townsfolk. The miraculous webs bring Wilbur fame, and he is taken to the

county fair as a special pig.

At the fair, Charlotte works on her final web and lays her eggs. Although

Wilbur wins only a special prize, he secures his future: Mr. Zuckerman decides

such a remarkable pig must be spared. Tragically, Charlotte grows weak and

dies, leaving behind her egg sac. Heartbroken but determined to honor her,

Wilbur carefully protects her eggs until they hatch.

Though most of Charlotte’s offspring leave, some young spiders remain,

ensuring Wilbur never feels alone again. The play ends with Wilbur 

cherishing the memory of Charlotte, whose friendship changed his

 life forever.
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Synopsis 
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E. B. White
E. B. White, born Elwyn Brooks White on July 11, 1899, in
Mount Vernon, New York, was a revered American writer
known for his masterful contributions to both children's
literature and essays. White's career commenced at The New
Yorker, where his insightful and often humorous essays
captured the essence of American life. He is perhaps best
remembered for his beloved children's classics such as
Charlotte's Web and Stuart Little, which continue to enchant
readers with their warmth and wisdom. E. B. White's works
endure as timeless treasures, reflecting his deep
understanding of both nature and the human condition.

Meet the Creators

Joseph Robinette
Joseph Robinette is a Tony Award nominee and Drama Desk Award
nominee for the libretto of the acclaimed A Christmas Story, The
Musical. He is the author or co-author of 55 published plays and
musicals. His works have been produced at many iconic American
theatres including the Lunt-Fontanne Theatre, The Theater at Madison
Square Garden and Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in New
York City, the 5th Avenue Theatre in Seattle and the Goodman
Theatre in Chicago. In total his works have reached all 50 states in the
U.S. and 21 foreign countries. Some locations where his works have
been performed are Brookvale, Australia; Johannesburg, South Africa;
Nova Scotia (Unicorn Theatre) and Alberta, Canada; and London,
England (BBC Radio Theatre). Twelve of his works have been
translated into foreign languages, and another five have been
anthologized. Robinette collaborated with E.B. White on the
authorized stage version of Charlotte's Web, and he wrote the musical
version with Charles Strouse (Annie and Bye, Bye, Birdie). Other
dramatizations include The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, Anne of
Green Gables and Debbie Macomber's A Gift to Remember and The
Inn at Rose Harbor. He is the recipient of the AATE Distinguished Play
Award for Sarah, Plain and Tall and the Children's Theatre Foundation
of America medallion for his "body of dramatic works for family
audiences in the United States and beyond."



“I read Charlotte’s Web. And things didn’t turn out well. But they also did
turn out well. 

And that, for me, is the crux of the miracle of this book: within the

confines of its pages, something terrible, something unbearable, happens.

And yet we bear the unbearable thing. And in the end, we even rejoice. 

E.B. White said, ‘All that I hope to say in books, all that I ever hope to say,

is that I love the world’. 

White loved barns and pastures, dumps and fair grounds, ponds and

kitchens. He loved pigs and sheep and geese and spiders. He loved rain,

harnesses, pitchforks, springtime, fall. He loved spider webs, monkey

wrenches, Ferris wheels. 

Every word of Charlotte’s Web bears the full weight of White’s love for

the people, seasons, animals, and arachnids of this world. And every word

of the book shows us how we can bear the triumphs and despairs, the

wonders and the heartbreaks, the small and large glories and tragedies of

being here. 

We can bear it by loving it all” 
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Kate Di Camillo, from the foreword to the 60  Anniversary Edition of Charlotte’s Web. th
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Why do we keep coming back 
to Charlotte’s Web? 

Written in 1952, Charlotte’s Web remains a classic in the classroom and in the hearts of the

people who read it. What is it about this unlikely tale of friendship that stands the test of

time? 

Fosters Empathy and Emotional Growth
Charlotte’s Web introduces young minds

to a host of relatable characters, each

grappling with their own struggles and

emotions. The story encourages students

to connect with the characters on a deep

emotional level. As adults guide

discussions and activities surrounding the

characters’ experiences, students learn to

empathize, develop compassion, and

navigate complex emotions—an invaluable

skill in building strong social and

emotional intelligence.

Enhances Critical Thinking and Analysis 
The narrative complexity of Charlotte’s Web

is an ideal tool for honing critical thinking

skills in the classroom. The story’s layers,

symbolism, and moral themes provide ample

opportunities for students to analyze and

interpret the text. You can lead discussions on

the deeper meanings behind Charlotte’s

messages, the power of language, and the

cycle of life and death. Encouraging young

people to delve into these aspects promotes

higher-order thinking, encourages thoughtful

discussions, and nurtures an appreciation for

literary analysis.

Cultivates a Love for Reading
Charlotte’s Web weaves its spell through its

engaging narrative, rich characters, and

heartwarming storytelling. When you

introduce students to such a captivating

book, you spark an enduring love for

reading. The excitement of exploring the

lives of the animals in Zuckerman’s barn and

witnessing the bonds they forge encourages

students to see reading not just as a chore

but as a source of enjoyment and wonder.

Explores Lessons in Friendship and Loyalty
At its core, Charlotte’s Web is a testament to

the power of friendship, loyalty, and

selflessness. The enduring bond between

Wilbur and Charlotte showcases the value of

genuine connections. By delving into these

themes, you can inspire discussions about the

qualities of strong friendships, the importance

of standing by one another, and the impact of

small acts of kindness. These discussions can

provide a foundation for building positive

relationships beyond the classroom. 



I have been asked to tell how I came to write “Charlotte’s Web.” Well, I like

animals, and it would be odd if I failed to write about them. Animals are a

weakness with me, and when I got a place in the country I was quite sure animals

would appear, and they did.

A farm is a peculiar problem for a man who likes animals, because the fate of

most livestock is that they are murdered by their benefactors. The creatures may

live serenely but they end violently, and the odor of doom hangs about them

always. I have kept several pigs, starting them in spring as weanlings and carrying

trays to them all through summer and fall. The relationship bothered me. Day by

day I became better acquainted with my pig, and he with me, and the fact that

the whole adventure pointed toward an eventual piece of double-dealing on my

part lent an eerie quality to the thing. I do not like to betray a person or a

creature, and I tend to agree with Mr. E.M. Forster that in these times the duty of a

man, above all else, is to be reliable. It used to be clear to me, slopping a pig, that

as far as the pig was concerned I could not be counted on, and this, as I say,

troubled me. Anyway, the theme of “Charlotte’s Web” is that a pig shall be saved,

and I have an idea that somewhere deep inside me there was a wish to that

effect.

As for Charlotte herself, I had never paid much attention to spiders until a few

years ago. Once you begin watching spiders, you haven’t time for much else —

the world is really loaded with them. I do not find them repulsive or revolting, any

more than I find anything in nature repulsive or revolting, and I think it is too bad

that children are often corrupted by their elders in this hate campaign. Spiders

are skilful, amusing and useful, and only in rare instances has anybody ever come

to grief because of a spider.

E.B White’s Letter to the Editor
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One cold October evening I was lucky enough to see Aranea Cavatica spin her

egg sac and deposit her eggs. (I did not know her name at the time, but I admired

her, and later Mr. Willis J. Gertsch of the American Museum of Natural History told

me her name.) When I saw that she was fixing to become a mother, I got a

stepladder and an extension light and had an excellent view of the whole

business. A few days later, when it was time to return to New York, not wishing to

part with my spider, I took a razor blade, cut the sac adrift from the underside of

the shed roof, put spider and sac in a candy box, and carried them to town. I

tossed the box on my dresser. Some weeks later I was surprised and pleased to

find that Charlotte’s daughters were emerging from the air holes in the cover of

the box. They strung tiny lines from my comb to my brush, from my brush to my

mirror, and from my mirror to my nail scissors. They were very busy and almost

invisible, they were so small. We all lived together happily for a couple of weeks,

and then somebody whose duty it was to dust my dresser balked, and I broke up

the show.

At the present time, three of Charlotte’s granddaughters are trapping at the foot

of the stairs in my barn cellar, where the morning light, coming through the east

window, illuminates their embroidery and makes it seem even more wonderful

than it is.

I haven’t told why I wrote the book, but I haven’t told you why I sneeze, either.

 A book is a sneeze.
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E. B. White’s second draft for the beginning of
Charlotte’s Web, found in The Annotated Charlotte’s
Web, 1994.
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Charlotte's Web on Spotify

Listen to ‘Weaving
Charlotte’s Web’ on NPR

CLICK TO VISIT

Weaving 'Charlotte's Web'

https://www.npr.org/2011/08/19/139790016/weaving-charlottes-web
https://www.npr.org/2011/08/19/139790016/weaving-charlottes-web
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Help Templeton Find Some Words!

RADIANT

SOME PIG
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In Charlotte’s Web, Wilbur and

Charlotte send Templeton out to

find words to write in the web.

There are 8 words hidden in the

picture above. Can you help

Templeton find the words in the

picture and write them on the

notepad to bring to Charlotte? 

Help Templeton Find Some Words!

Words to find: 

RADIANT, SOME PIG, SPIDER, TERRIFIC, FRIEND,

FARM, FERN, HUMBLE 
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Feel, Relate, Imagine, Explore, Navigate, Develop, ShareFeel, Relate, Imagine, Explore, Navigate, Develop, Share
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Become FRIENDS with Charlotte’s Web

F
R
I
E
N
D

When have you felt lonely and in need of a friend?

Who befriended you?

When have you felt lonely and in need of a friend?

Who befriended you?

Which character quality can you most relate to: Fern’s friendliness, Wilbur’s

gratitude, or Charlotte’s determination? Tell a story of when you displayed this

quality?

Which character quality can you most relate to: Fern’s friendliness, Wilbur’s

gratitude, or Charlotte’s determination? Tell a story of when you displayed this

quality?

Imagine that a spider could write three adjectives in her web that describe you,

like Charlotte did for Wilbur (terrific, radiant, humble). Which words would the

spider write about you and why?

Imagine that a spider could write three adjectives in her web that describe you,

like Charlotte did for Wilbur (terrific, radiant, humble). Which words would the

spider write about you and why?

Explore how to take care of a specific farm animal through research on-line

and in books (or even in person!). 

Explore how to take care of a specific farm animal through research on-line

and in books (or even in person!). 

Navigate the parts of the United States that do the majority of farming. Mark

them on the map with a symbol of what they farm: crops, cattle, pigs, etc.

Navigate the parts of the United States that do the majority of farming. Mark

them on the map with a symbol of what they farm: crops, cattle, pigs, etc.

Discover the true meaning of friendship and life’s everyday miracles”by seeing

the performance adapted by Joseph Robinette at the Stages Theatre

Company !

Discover the true meaning of friendship and life’s everyday miracles”by seeing

the performance adapted by Joseph Robinette at the Stages Theatre

Company !

S Share your friendship by reaching out to someone that is not like you. You may

find your own miracle!

Share your friendship by reaching out to someone that is not like you. You may

find your own miracle!
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Animal Creations 

Divide the students into groups of

3.

Ask each group to think of an

animal. Make sure there are no

duplicates. Give the groups 1

minute to create a 3-person pose

that represents that animal.

Gather everyone in a circle.

 Have each group teach the class

the pose that they came up with.

 At the end review all the animals

and poses

Choose one volunteer to be the

leader in the center of the circle.

The leader points to a player and

shouts an animal from the list,

then counts quickly from 1 to 10.

The player who was pointed at

and the players on either side of

her must create the animal pose

before the leader reaches “10”.

If any of the 3 players fail to get

into the pose in time, that player

switches with the leader and calls

the next animal.

 There is one catch. If at any

point the leader points to

someone and calls “Deer!”, that

player must freeze like a deer in

headlights with eyes wide open.

If they moves, they must switch

places with the leader

Part One Part Two 



What makes someone a good

friend? 

Charlotte’s Web takes place on a

farm. What kind of animals do

you expect to find on a farm? If

you could be any farm animal,

what would it be?

If you have read the book, what

are the important moments that

you hope to see in the play come

to life? 

Why do you think this book is

important to read now?
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Before the show: After the show: 

Which character do you relate to the

most? Why? What words describe

that character?

Why do you think Charlotte wanted

to help Wilbur? 

 Charlotte has to complete the

difficult task of weaving  “TERRIFIC”

into her web. She talks to herself as

she works until  the task is completed.

What is the most difficult thing you

have  accomplished? How did you do

it? Did you encourage yourself by

talking to yourself or in another way?

How did the characters' perspectives

on life and death differ, and how did

Charlotte's perspective help save

Wilbur? 

How did the lighting and music

influence the mood and emotions of

different scenes? 
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RECOMMENDED 
READING:

By E.B White

If you enjoyed Charlotte’s Web, you might also like: 

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Amos & Boris by William Steig 

The Rescuers by Margery Sharp 

https://www.hclib.org/about/locations/ridgedale
https://www.hclib.org/about/locations/ridgedale
https://www.hclib.org/about/locations/ridgedale


WEE Farm

Nonprofit Farm providing animal assisted

learning and agriculture education for a

culture of health & wellness.

4562 Mc Coll Drive, Savage, Minnesota

55378, United States
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LOCAL FARMS

 Joyer Adventure Farm

First started in 1918, this family run farm

offers fresh produce, seasonal activities

and farmyard animals!

8174 Lake Drive

Lino Lakes, MN 55014

Gibbs Farm

Ramsey County Historical Society offers

unique, hands-on programs at the Gibbs

Farm historic site. Costumed interpreters

provide a glimpse into nineteenth century

pioneer and Dakota daily life. Local history

comes alive through stories, crafts,

gardening, animal husbandry, and more. 

2097 West Larpenteur Avenue

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55113

https://weefarm.org/welcome
https://waldochfarm.com/
https://waldochfarm.com/
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Ticket Policy: Ticket orders will not be processed without full payment. We do not issue

refunds. Exchanges can be made up to 24 hours prior to a scheduled performance.

Exchanges can only be made for another performance of the SAME TITLE. Subject to

availability. 

Box Office Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 5 p.m. and one hour prior to all

performances.

Mainstage: Unless otherwise noted, performances take place in the mainstage theatre.

Seating is reserved and begins 30 minutes prior to showtime. 

Jaycees Studio: All performances of Señorita Mariposa, When You Trap A Tiger, and Tell

Me Your Dreams will be in the Jaycees Studio, a versatile space located in the Hopkins

Center for the Arts. Seating is general admission and begins 30 minutes prior to show

time. Come early for the most seating options!

General Information 

Stages Theatre Company acknowledges with respect and gratitude that the land on

which we live and work is the unceded, traditional land of the Dakota Nation. We are

committed to learning from the past and critically examining the implications of colonial

histories in our day to day lives. 

To honor the traditional custodians of this land, complimentary tickets to every

performance are available specifically for our indigenous community. We hope these

resources can move us in taking collective action towards land repatriation.

Please call our box office at (952) 979-1111 to secure these complimentary tickets.

Land Acknowledgment

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a
Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support grant, thanks to a
legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.
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At Stages Theatre Company we believe

that theatre experiences are for

everyone! We are working towards a

fully inclusive environment where all

programs and performances are

accessible to all.

Sensory-Friendly Performances

Relaxed performances designed for

people with Autism Spectrum Disorder,

Sensory Processing Disorder, or others

with sensory sensitivities.

American Sign Language (ASL)

Interpreted Performances

American Sign Language interpretation

by certified interpreters for patrons

who are deaf or hard of hearing. 

Audio Described (AD) Performances

Audio Description services are intended

to enhance the understanding of and

access to visual information primarily

for but not limited to people who are

blind or have low vision.

Pay What You Can Performances

(PWYC)

These performances have no minimum

price, and patrons are asked to “pay

what you can” the day of the show to

support the theatre’s programming.

Accessibility
Open Door Program

The Open Door Program provides free

and reduced cost tickets, bus subsidies,

and tuition assistance to families,

schools, and social service agencies. An

application and further information can

be found on our website:

stagestheatre.org/access

Additional Services Available

• Assisted Listening Devices are

available for all Stages Theatre

Company’s Mainstage productions.

• Wheelchair Accessible Seating is

available at every Stages Theatre

Company performance.

• Accessible Parking and Accessible

Restrooms are available at the Hopkins

Center of the Arts.

Accessibility Performances are

available for all season subscription

options.



JOIN US
THIS

SEASON!


